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RE/MAX AGENTS MASTER TODAY’S MARKET: 
OUTPACE COMPETITION WITH CDPE DESIGNATION 

 

(Denver, CO – May 20, 2009)  As the government announces new plans to streamline the short 

sale process, RE/MAX International Inc., has launched a national training tour that will bring the 

Certified Distressed Property Expert (CDPE) program to professional real estate agents in more 

than a dozen cities in the next three months. 

According to the National Association of Realtors® (NAR), more than 45 percent of 

existing home sales in the fourth quarter of 2008 were foreclosures and short sales. In a short sale 

transaction, lenders allow homeowners to sell their property for less than the mortgage amount, 

but avoid the foreclosure process, which can be costly for the lender and traumatic for the 

homeowner. 

“We’ve had an overwhelming response from RE/MAX agents who’ve taken this course 

and become certified to help a large percentage of the population that will either go through a 

short sale or foreclosure, or those who will purchase a distressed property,” said Margaret Kelly, 

Chief Executive Officer of RE/MAX International. “RE/MAX Associates have been in the 

business a long time and know that education and certifications like CDPE are critical in helping 

homebuyers and sellers through a difficult process.” 

The Distressed Property Institute, based in Austin, TX, offers the CDPE designation and 

was founded by dynamic real estate veteran Alex Charfen. Charfen will lead many of the 

RE/MAX CDPE educational courses that will also address the recent government initiatives for 

foreclosures and short sales, including those announced last week in the Foreclosure Alternatives 

Program (FAP).  

To date, more than 4,500 RE/MAX Associates have received the CDPE designation and 

thousands more are already slated to take the course at one of the stops on the national tour, via a 

DVD from RE/MAX University or through a training program on the RE/MAX Satellite 

Network (RSN), the company’s exclusive satellite TV channel. These agents are already 

reporting significant success closing increased numbers of short sale transactions. 

 RE/MAX Chairman and Co-founder Dave Liniger made a commitment in March to have 

7,500 agents CDPE certified, noting it is one of the most critical things real estate agents can do 

to help homeowners, the economy and the country.   

 

http://www.remax.com/learningcenter/realestateforeclosures.aspx


The RE/MAX CDPE national education tour began in Atlanta, GA, and will conclude in 

Jacksonville, FL, hitting more than a dozen cities along the way including: 

 May 19-20, Seattle, WA 

 May 21-22, Houston, TX 

 June 1-2, Phoenix, AZ 

 June 6-8, Sacramento, CA 

 June 10-11, Orlando, FL 

 June 16-17, Jacksonville, FL 

 

For more information on the Distressed Property Institute and CDPE, visit http://www.cdpe.com. 
For information on RE/MAX International visit:  http://www.remax.com or http://www.joinremax.com 

 

 

#  #  # 

 
About REMAX International, Inc. 

RE/MAX was founded in 1973 by Dave and Gail Liniger.  From a single office in Denver, Colorado, it 

has grown into a global network of nearly 100,000 Sales Associates in more than 70 countries, an 

international presence greater than any of its competitors.  

 

RE/MAX has been honored as the leading real estate franchise for 9 of the last 10 years in the oldest and 

most respected ranking, “The Franchise 500 Survey,” by Entrepreneur Magazine. 

 

Today, all the home listings in thousands of cities and towns can be found at http://www.remax.com, 

consistently ranked among the most visited real estate web sites.   Nobody in the world sells more real 

estate than RE/MAX.   

 

RE/MAX International is proud of its Premier Community Citizenship, which has raised over $100 

million for deserving organizations like Susan G. Komen for the Cure, Children’s Miracle Network and 

The Sentinels of Freedom Foundation.    

 

For information on RE/MAX International visit:  http://www.remax.com or  http://www.joinremax.com.  
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